


20 Years “Off the Planet” 







May  1982 



Portrait in 

National 

Library of 

Australia, 

Canberra. 



AUSSAT A 

SERIES 

SATELLITES  
A1, A2 and A3 

 

1982 - 1987 







Belrose - 1983 













RPO Staff Picnic. Palos Verdes California.  May 1984 



Torrance, California.  May 1984 



RPO Barbecue. Palos Verdes California.  June 1984 





AUSSAT A2 

WITH STS 51I 

FLIGHT CREW 

•Joe Engle 

•Mike Lounge 

•Bill Fisher 

•Dick Covey 

•“Ox” van Hoften 





Aussat A1 
August 27  1985 

10:58 UTC  





AUSSAT 

A1  
– In Cargo 

Bay of 

“Discovery” 

August 1985 



“Discovery” On Pad 39A, Kennedy Space Center, Florida. August 6, 1985 









Arm 

Jammed 

Sunshield 









Post Launch Celebrations.  August 27 1985 
Holiday Inn, Nassau Bay, Houston 







Aussat A2 
November 27  1985 

00:29 UTC  





Boarding VIP Bus For Aussat A2 Launch.  Florida 26 November 1985. 



Customer Support Room, Houston. 26 November 1985 









































Aussat A3 Fitcheck 



Aussat A3 

French Guiana – September 1987  



Where The  #$%&*?!  IS French Guiana ? 



Devil’s Island 









AUSSAT 

A3 

 

  
Ariane V19 

September 

16, 1987 

00:45 UTC 

 



Cape York Spaceport Project 

1986 - 1989  













AUSSAT B 

SERIES 

SATELLITES  
B1, B2 and B3 

 

1988 - 1994 







 

 





XiChang 



Xichang Launch Site Sechuan, China 



Tien An Men Square.  June 4, 1989 









Aussat B1 

March 22 1992  







Aussat B1 
August 13  1992 

23:00 UTC  







 OPTUS B2 

 
XICHANG 

December  

10 1992 



Optus B2 
December 21   1992 

11:21 UTC  





OPTUS B2   XICHANG January 7, 1993 

Greg Jarvis 
Judy Resnick 



Optus B3 
August 27   1994 

23:10 UTC  







OPTUS C1 

 

1997 – 2003 

 
Launched 

June 11  2003 

22:38 UTC 

 

 

 

 



Vibration Testing 
Palo Alto 

California 



Moffett Field – Sunnyvale, California 
January 9, 2003 









OPTUS D SERIES 

SATELLITE PROGRAM 

THE NEXT STEP 
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Optus D2 



Dulles Virginia Headquarters 



Optus D1 - August 2005 

Bus 

Payload 



Optus Satellite Fleet 

 

Today  !!! 

 



AUSSAT / OPTUS SATELLITES ON 

ORBIT 

A1, A2 & A3 

B1 & B3 

C1 



AUSSAT / OPTUS SATELLITE LAUNCHES 

LONG MARCH 2E 

B1, B2 & B3 

ARIANE 3 V19 

A3 

STS 51I & STS 61B 

A1 & A2 

ARIANE 5G V161 

C1 



AUSSAT /  OPTUS SATELLITE FLEET 

 

Satellite  Launch Date      Type        Current End Of Life 

    

  A1   August 1985        BS376     Retired (August 1993) 

  A2       November 1985   BS376  Retired (June 2001) 

  A3       September 1987  BS376      2006 

  B1       August 1992        BS601      2006 

  B2       December 1992   BS601      Destroyed at launch 

  B3    August 1994        BS601      2008 

  C1       June 2003            FS1300     2020 



SATELLITE OPERATIONS 

 

• 4 Optus Owned Satellites  

– A3, B1, B3 & C1 

 

• 2 Satellites Fully Managed By Optus 

– PAS-4, HGS-3 (aka Anatolia-1 /PakSat-1) 

 

• 3 Satellites With TT&C By Optus 

– PAS-10, GE-1A, Leasat-5 

 

 



Optus Satellite People 

 

Today  !!! 

 





“I believe that there are moments in 

history when challenges occur of such 

compelling nature that to miss them is to 

miss the whole meaning of an epoch.  

Space is one such challenge.” 

 

 

James A. Michener 






